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Nlcaragua Jlehels anked 10 prus

BRI «UFRIUANRRA

Amenea 1o the United States said they be-
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U.S. Investigators Sav Conlras [elp Transport € ocaine in Costa Nica

. By Brian Barger and Robert Parry
Avan isted Prom

Nicaraguan rebels operating w hotthern
Costa Rica have engaged in cocame tiatlich
ing, in part 10 help fnance thewr wit gt
Nicaragua's leltist government, accotding
1o U.S. invesugators and Amerncan volun:
teers who work with the rebels.

The smugghing operations swluded e
fueling planes at clandestine awstoips anl
helping transport cocame to other Conta
Ricsa pomts for shipment to the United
States, U.S. law enforcement officials il
the volunteers said.

Thewe asources, who refused to he wlen-
tified by name, said the smugghng wivolves
ndividualn from the Lirgest of the U5
backed countertevolutionay, or
groups, the Nicaragun Deavocsate o
(FDN) and the Revolutionary Demen it
Alliance (ARDE), as well an a wplinto e pioup
known as M.

An M3 leader, Sebastian Gonzales Mew
diola, was mdicted in Costa Kica for con o
teafficking A year ago. No other contoa tead
‘ers have been charged.

A new national intelligence estunate,
secret Central Intelhgence  Agency pre-
pared analysis on narcotws traliwking, M
legea that one of ARDE's top commuindes
loyal to ARDE lcader Eden Pastora waed
cocaine profits this year (o buy a $200) 10
srma shipment and a hehcopter, Ncarthng
tl U.S. government offictal in Washigton

conlia,

Bosco Matamoros, the FDN spokcsnnn

re, and Levy Sanchezs, a Munmi bvwed
epokesman for Pastors, denied that ther
groups particpated n deug simugpling

[Mataimoros sasd the charges were o
“dirty and repulsive gissnuation Ag.nst our
~ movetuent that impugms our Inteyrity and
" obr morahty.”)

Corneliun ). Dougherty, spokesaian tor
the Drug Eaforcement Admimsiratim, iwl
two DEA 10 sware that drug tafhckera use

A st in nogthern Costa Kicato transalup
cocame, but has not exanuued the political
attihations of those mvolved. Dougherty
wiil the DEA focuses ity Latin Amernwan
entuceement eftorts on the cosnne produc-
g ations of South Amenoa, 1ather than
on Countnien, such as Costa K, that are
used i shippmg the dries 1o the Uinited
States

) arher this year, Presulent Keagan ac-
Cused the letist government of Nicaragua
ol Cexporhing drugs o poraon ol youth”
After o Nicaraguan govername w vmplnv",
Federico Vaughan, was ndicted by a tederal
peand jury i Miann,

Bt Dougherty said DEA - mvestigators
are not sure whether Sandneta leaders
were mvolved

Rep  Samuel  Gepdenson (D Conn b, 4
member of the House Foren Atlairs Com-
iilter. calted on the adnunrteation last
week o ivestigate the allegaiions “with
the same Vigor that they would devote o
Charges o left-wing doag tattichang

“ARer all, the victims ol e otic & siiig-
Wi are not able 1o dillerentute boetweon
Jett-wing and nght-wing cocane, “he nonl,

Stite Department  deputy  spokesiian
Chatlen b, Redman Said the United States
“activerly opposes drug trattiching” and that
the DEA 18 not conducing any inveshigation
of the charges,

“We ace not aware of any evidence to
support those charges,” Kedoan added,

The TS -backed rebels, fighting to over-
thiow the Nll‘dm“llilll govenunent, operate
pom hase camps i Hondueas to Nicara-
pua'n pocth and from Costa Rica, o s
south

Contra leaders claim a combined foree of
20000 men, although some U S othaals
way the actual number 1 much lower, The
Casta Kica-based rebel groups are smaller
At more poorly fimanced dhan those n
Honduran,

Assox iated Press reportecs mierviewed
oftkcialn from the DEA, the Castoms Het-

wice, Federal Waeau of Inveatigation and
Costa Rica’s Pablpe Secunty Mimstry, as
well as rebels ami Americans who work
with them The wources, insde government
and out, spoke on . andition that they not be
wdentilied by wame

Five Ametican rehel supporters sad they
were withag 1o Uik abont the drug smag
ghng becaune they teared the trafbickimg
would discredit the war etfort,

‘The tive: - luding four who  trained
rebels i Conta Fcan base camps ot
they discovered 1lee contra smugghing
volvement this year, after

catly Cuban

“ ... The tictims of
narcotics smuggling are
not able to differentiate
between left-wing and
right-wing cocaine.”

Hop Samual Geydeamn

Amerscans were reaated 10 help the Hon
A an-hased FDON open a Costa Rican Liont

Ihese Amencan 1ebel backers sard two
Cuban Amerans used armed rebel troops
to guard cocaine at clandestine airtlebds
notthern Costa Kica

They wlentilicd the Cuban Americans as
members of the Hut Bagade, an anti-¢Cas
tro group that pochoipated in the 1961 Nay
of Pigs attack wn Cuba. Several alvo sl
they supphed witonmation about the smuy
ghng to U8 ivestigators

One Amencan rebel backer with clome
tien 10 The L ubian Anwrican amuggleos saul
that In one o operation the cocamne i~
unloaded from plaes at rebel aiwstips and
taken 0 an Atlantsc Coast port wheee 1ty
concealed on o anp boaty That are later
unloaded w thw Mount ares,

ment m o ame shipments in 1984, about
the time Cemgress cut off CIA tunding to
e vebels Lach offictal kmd he considered
the reports Treliable”

Farher thun year, a Nicaraguan rebel
Jeater v Costa Kica told TS authoritees
that hix group was bemg paid $14.000 by
Colombran taltu kers for help with a 100-
kil cowane shipment and that the money
woukl go "lor the cause” of fighting the Ni-
caragim wgovernment, one US. law en-
forcement official smd.

The plan called for the rebels to guard a
landestine anstup where a cocaine-laden
plane from Colinmina would land. The rebels
wonld then Lake the diugs “to a stash house
m S bose” where they were to guard ot
for theee days until it was piched up, the
mvestitor sand

Ihe pebel leader asked for $50,000 (rom
e 1S 1 mbiassy m exchange for turning m
the Colombuan smuogglers, The deal was
rejected, the inveatigator said, adding that
the «thuggling ATrangement was later com-
pleted without arrests,

M1 feader  Gonzaler,  known 88
was harged with cocame traf-
Lk on fiov, 6, 1984, by Conta Rican
anthontesn w the northern town of Libera,

e wdn tsent descnbes Gonzulez as “el
maxine i grente” —or Lop leader —ot M3,
partof the ARDE, puliucal cvalitron. Instend
ol tacng the charge, Gonzalez fied 10 Pam-
ama

A U5  mvestigator sad Dr. Hugo
Spadatora, a4 lormer Panamanian deputy
heatth neter who fought with the Ni-
Canatn 1ebels, met secretly with a sensor
American law enforcement offical in early
Septenter and outhined allegations linking
contea druy tafhcking and Gonzalez to 8
prommneat Paamanan official,

Alter announcmg plam to publicize those
chatges Speutalora was scised on Sept. 13
by Pansmaan soldiers as he crossed the
hotder by bus rom Costa Kica, socording 0
cyewilia iy

Spaelatoia o headloss body wes *
sirle Comta Kiea in o mes *
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